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THE NORTHWEST BOUNDARIES 
(Some Hudson's Bay Company Correspondence) 

By T. C. Elliott. 

The documents presented herewith are supplemental to that 
printed at pages 27-34 of this volume of the quarterly and are 
taken from the same source and very little need be said by 
way of introductory comment. These are of special interest 
as showing the intimate connection of the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany with the British cabinet in 1825-26; Messrs. Henry Ad- 
dington and William Huskisson being the two commissioners 
appointed by Secretary George Canning to discuss with repre- 
sentatives of the United States the question of the Northwest 
Boundaries. These are also of interest when compared with 
our own congressional reports and speeches during the period 
of 1821-27, showing that the British were then concerned only 
in the trade in this Columbia River Country while the atten- 
tion of Americans was already being directed toward occupa- 
tion and settlements. It was in 1825 that Senator Thomas H. 
Benton first uttered his oft-quoted declaration that the ridge 
of the Rocky Mountains should forever remain as the western 
terminus of the government of the United States ; an opinion 
which he later directly reversed. 

At the time of reorganization following the coalition of the 
North- West Company and the Hudson's Bay Company in 1821 
Mr. George Simpson was placed in charge of all the properties, 
men and business of the last named company in North America, 
and hence came to be known as the "governor of Rupert's 
Land" ; Mr. J. H. Pelly of London was governor of the Hud- 
son's Bay Company. Two years, 1822 and 1823, were necessary 
to reconcile differences and reorganize the business East of the 
Rocky Mountains, but after the regular summer council meeting 
in 1824 Governor Simpson started from York Factory on Hud- 
son's Bay for his first personal visit to the Columbia District, 
Dr. John McLoughlin accompanying him to assume the duties 
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of manager of the district. The winter of 1824-25 was spent at 
Fort George (Astoria) and in selecting the location for the new 
trading post to be called Fort Vancouver and Governor Simpson 
returned to the East side of the mountains in the spring of 1825, 
having personally visited all the trading posts in the district 
except those at Thompson River, the Kootenay river and 
among the Flatheads. His knowledge of the Columbia River 
basin in 1825 cannot be said to have been complete but was 
not superficial. His replies to Messrs. Addington and Huskis- 
son were therefore partizan rather than ignorant. 

These documents should be read in connection with that in 
this Quarterly for March, 1919, already cited, and also in con- 
nection with the valuable contribution upon The Federal 
Relations of Oregon (L. B. Shippee) in this Quarterly for 
September, 1918. 

(DOCUMENTS) 
Journal 721, p. 261) 

Mr. Henry Addington presents his compliments to Mr. 
Simpson, and having received Mr. Secretary Canning's direc- 
tions to communicate with Mr. Simpson on the subject of the 
Columbia River and North-West Boundaries with a view to the 
final adjustment of those important questions with the Govern- 
ment of the United States he is desirous of arranging an inter- 
view with Mr. Simpson and in so doing wishes to consult Mr. 
Simpson's convenience equally with his own. 

He therefore requests that Mr. Simpson will have the good- 
ness to let him know at what hour and day, and where it would 
be most convenient to him to favour Mr. Addington with an 
interview. 

191 Regents Street, 28th Decemb: 1825. 

Mr. Simpson presents respectful compliments to Mr. Adding- 
ton will have much pleasure in communicating with and giving 
him all the information he possesses in regard to the Columbia 
River and North-West Boundary; for which purpose Mr. 
Simpson will do himself the honour of waiting on Mr. Adding- 
ton when and where he may be pleased to appoint, Mr. Simp- 
son's time being quite at Mr. Addington's disposal. 
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Hudson's Bay House, 29th Deer. 1825. 

Mr. Addington presents his compliments to Mr. Simpson, 
and requests the favor of a visit from him agreeably to his 
proposal at one o'clock p. m. to-morrow, if perfectly convenient 
to Mr. Simpson. 

Thursday 29th December 1825. 

191 Regent Street, 
30th December, 1825. 

Sir: I inclose herewith the set of queries on which I wish 
for more particular information. 

The answers to them may be as concise as is consistent with 
perfect perspicuity. The more matter of fact they are, the 
better. That to query IX, I wish to be as strictly conformable 
to fact and history as possible. I am, Sir, 

Your very obedt. humb ; servt., 

H. W. Addington. 

P. S. — Be so good as to send your answer whenever it may 
be ready addressed to me at the Foreign Office. 

Mr. Henry Addington requests that Mr. Simpson will have 
the goodness to send in the answers to Mr. A's queries (when- 
ever they shall have been finished at Mr. Simpson's entire 
leisure) addressed to him at his own lodging which he has 
changed, instead of to the Foreign Office, 194 Regent Street, 
Jany 4th, 1826. 

Mr. Simpson presents respectful Compliments to Mr. Ad- 
dington, begs to hand him answers to his list of Queries like- 
wise a corrected chart of the Country on both sides of the 
Rocky Mountains ; should Mr. Addington require further in- 
formation on this important subject Mr. Simpson will do him- 
self the honour to wait upon him at any time he may appoint. 

Hudson's Bay House, 5th Janry, 1826. 

Q. 1. What is the nature of the soil, its capability of pro- 
duction, and general character in the vicinity of the Columbia 
and Lewis's 1 Rivers? What the climate? 

A. The banks of the Columbia on both sides the River from 
Capes Disappointment and Adams to the Cascade Portage a 
distance of from 150 to 180 miles are covered with a great 
variety of fine large timber consisting of Pine of different 
kinds, of Cedar, Hemlock, Oak, Ash, Alder, Maple and Poplar 

i Snak« River. 



334 T. C. Elliott 

with many other kinds unknown to me. The soil of the low 
grounds is alluvial and found very productive, that of the 
high grounds a rich black mould, chiefly composed of decayed 
vegetables. Some of the points formed by the windings of the 
river are extensive and beautiful with sufficient timber for 
use and ornament, and where the plough may be used imme- 
diately and the point on which the Company's Establishments 
of Fort Vancouver is situated is from its extent and from the 
fertility of its soil capable of producing large quantities of grain 
of every kind of pasturing numerous herds of cattle and nutri- 
tious roots are so abundant that almost any number of Hogs 
may be reared. 

The climate delightfully temperate from the month of April 
until the month of October, and from November until March 
rainy with little or no Frost or Snow. 

From the Cascade Portage to the entrance of Lewis's River, 
the banks are sterile, the Soil very Sandy producing Stinted 
Grass and willows and little or no timber. The Country in 
the vicinity of Lewis's River I understand is level and generally 
fertile but I cannot speak with certainty on this point not 
having had an opportunity of visiting it personally except at its 
junction with the River Columbia. 

Q. 2. Are the natives on the Northern bank of the Colum- 
bia warlike or pacific, inclined or averse to intercourse with the 
whites ? Is the Country between the Rocky Mountains and the 
Columbia densely or thinly inhabited ? 

A. The different Tribes on the banks of the Columbia are 
generally bold and warlike as regards each other and extremely 
jealous of any encroachments on each others Territory or priv- 
ileges, but peaceable and well disposed towards the whites with 
whom they are very anxious to maintain a friendly intercourse. 
Occasional differences I understand took place when we first 
entered the Country in which some lives were lost on both 
sides but at present the best understanding exists between us 
and them. The Country is densely inhabited, on account of 
the great abundance of its resources in the way of living. 

Q. 3. Is there good hunting ground immediately on the 
northern bank of the Columbia ? 

A. The hunting grounds immediately on the Northern 
banks of the Columbia are nearly exhausted in respect to fur- 
bearing animals, but the back country is still productive and 
Beaver are found in all the small Rivers and Lakes. 

Q. 4. What, on a rough calculation are the annual profits 
of Trade in the district of Columbia and do they arise from 
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the Northern or Southern portion of that district principally? 

A. The Trade of the Columbia district is yet in its infancy 
and the countries to the Northward and Southward produce 
about an equal quantity of Furs amounting together in value 
to between 30 and £40,000 pr. annum. 

Q. 5. Have the Americans any Post or trapping parties on 
the Columbia or to the West of the Rocky Mountains in that 
direction ? 

A. The Americans have not had a Post on the West side of 
the Rocky Mountains since the year 1813, and I am not aware 
that they ever had any Trapping parties on the West side of 
the Mountains until last year when the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany's Snake Country Expedition fell in with five Americans 
who had straggled across the sources of the Missouri. 2 

Q. 6. Is the Country Northward of the Columbia favour- 
able for Land and Water communication? 

A. The Country to the Northward of the Columbia is not 
favourable for water communication with the Coast on account 
of the impetuosity of the current at particular Seasons in the 
different rivers and frequent chains of rapids and dangerous 
falls, and the Communication with the Coast by Land is quite 
impracticable on account of the mountainous character of the 
Country which is covered with almost impenetrable forests. 

Q. 7. For what extent of Country does the Columbia 
River furnish an outlet for Trade? Specify this exactly and 
according to the latest and most accurate accounts? 

A. The Columbia is the only navigable river to the interior 
from the Coast we are acquainted with, it is therefore the only 
certain outlet for the Company's Trade west of the Mountains 
comprehending that of thirteen Establishments now occupied : 3 



1. 


Ft. Vancouver. 


7. Kilmany. 


2. 


Nez Perce. 


8. Fraser's Lake. 


3. 


Okanagan. 


9. Ft. St. James. 


4. 


Colville House 


10. McLeod's Fort. 


5. 


Flat Head 


11. Chilcotin Fort. 


6. 


Kootenais. 


12. Thompson's Fort. 




13. 


Alexandria Fort 



Q. 8. What time is required for communication between 
Hudson's Bay (York Fort) and Fort Vancouver? 
A. I was last year occupied 84 days traveling from York 

2 These were Jedediah Smith and others. See Or. Hist. Quar., Vol. 14, page 
385. Also see The Ashley-Smith Explorations (Dale), page 97. 

3 See Note 17 at page 33, Vol. 20, Or. Hist. Quar. 
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Fort, Hudson's Bay to the mouth of the Columbia, but T 
think the journey can be performed in the height of the season ; 
in a light canoe, unincumbered with baggage for the water 
communication and with good horses for the journey by Land 
which may be about 1/6 of the whole distance, in 2 months or 
65 days by a different route 4 to that which I took. 

Q. Upon what foundation does the assertion rest that 
"British subjects had been trading on the Coast in the vicinity 
of the Columbia, prior to Gray's voyage thither in 1788? 

N. B. — Consult every authority within reach on this point 
and state the fact if anywhere positively ascertained, accom- 
panied by date, and specification of the point which such per- 
sons opened an intercourse with the Natives. 

A. Both Meares' and Vancouver's Voyages confirm the as- 
sertion that "British subjects had been trading on the coast in 
the vicinity of the Columbia prior to Gray's voyage thither in 
1788 Vizt. In Meares' observations on the probable existence of 
a North-West passage page 55 it is stated "that the Imperial 
Eagle Captn. Barclay sailed from Europe beginning 1787 and 
not only arrived at Nootka Sound in August but explored the 
Coast from Nootka to Wacananesh and so on to a Sound to 
which he gave his own name. The boat's crew was dispatched 
and discovered the extraordinary Straits of John de Fuce, and 
also the coast as far as "Queenhythe" within 30 to 40 miles 
of the Columbia River "when after the fatal catastrophe which 
happened to some of them, the ship quitted the Coast and pro- 
ceeded to China having performed the whole voyage in twelve 
months." The following note appears in Meares' Journal page 
124: "The Imperial Eagle was a Ship employed to collect Furs 
on the Coast of America, in 1787, in the course of its business 
the Captain dispatched his long boat from King George's Sound 
on a trading expedition as far as 47 degrees North. She then 
anchored abreast of a river, the shallowness at whose entrance 
prevented the long boat from getting into it." A small boat 
however, which was attached to the other was sent up the River 
with Mr. Millar an officer of the Imperial Eagle, another young 
Gentleman and four seamen. They continued rowing till they 
came to a village where they were supposed to have been seized 
and murdered by the Natives, as their clothes were found after- 
wards stained with blood." 5 

By Meares' Journal pages 163 to 168 it appears that on the 

4 In 1841 Gov. Simpson followed this different route and journeyed from 
Fort Garry on Red River to Fort Vancouver in less than sixty days. 

5 This incident occurred at the mouth of Hoh River in the State of Washing- 
ton, fully 100 miles north of the mouth of the Columbia River. 
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5th July 1788 he traded with Natives of Cape Shoalwater in 
about Lat. 46, 47 N. and on the 6th he named "Cape Disap- 
pointment" calling the mouth of the Columbia Deception Bay, 
making it by an indifferent observation in Lat. 46.10 Lon: 
235.34. In page 219 same Journal (17th Septr. 1788) it is 
stated that Mr. Gray in the Washington joined him at Nootka 
Sound, that vessel had sailed in company with the Columbia 
from Boston in August 1787, they separated in a gale of wind 
in Lat. 59 South and had not seen each other up to that time. 
Mr. Gray informed Meares that he had put into a Harbour on 
the Coast of New Albion where he got on shore, and was in 
danger of being lost on the Bar, was attacked by the Natives 
and had one man killed and one of his officers wounded. The 
harbour could not admit vessels of a very small size and must 
lie somewhere near Cape Lookout ; Meares in page 220 further 
says that he (the Master of the Washington) "appeared to be 
very sanguine in the superior advantages which his Country 
Men from New England might reap from this track of Trade, 
and was big with mighty Projects in which we understand he 
was protected by the American Congress." It, therefore, ap- 
pears evident that up to this period, Gray knew nothing of the 
Columbia and that the Americans were total strangers to the 
Country and Trade of the North- West Coast altogether. 

Vancouver's Voyages Volume 2 page 53 April 1792 states 
that the River Mr. Gray mentioned should from the situation 
he assigned to it, have existed in the Bay, South of Cape Dis- 
appointment. Mr. Gray stated that he had been several days 
attempting to enter it and at length he was unable to effect 
it in consequence of a strong outset. 

Page 388 same Work October 1792 Vancouver prepares to 
examine the Coast of New Albion and particularly a River 
and Harbour discovered by Mr. Gray in the (Ship) Columbia 
between the 46th and 47th degrees of North latitude of which 
Senr. Quadra had given him a Sketch. 

Vol : 3 page 124 Decbr. 1792 "The Discovery of this River 
we are given to understand is claimed by the Spaniards who 
call it Entrada de Ceta after the Commander of the Vessel 
who is said to be its first discoverer, but who never entered it, 
he places it in 46 degrees North Latitude ; it is the same opening 
that Mr. Gray stated to us in the Spring (1792) he had been 
nine days off the former year (1791) but could not get in in 
consequence of the out setting current. That in the course of 
the late Summer (1792) he had however entered the River or 
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rather the Sound and had named it after the Ship, he then 
commanded (Columbia). 

The extent, Mr. Gray became acquainted with on that occa- 
sion, is no further than I have called Gray's Bay (15 miles 
from the mouth of the River) not more than 15 miles from 
Cape Disappointment, though according to Gray's sketch it 
measures 36 miles. By his calculation its entrance lies in Lat. 
46 degrees 10, Lon : 237 degrees 18 differing materially in these 
respects from our observations." From these extracts it will 
appear that Lieut. Meares of the R. N. was the first who dis- 
covered the entrance of the Columbia in July 1787 naming the 
head Land of the Northern entrance of the River Cape Dis- 
appointment which it still bears, and that Captn. Barclay of 
the Imperial Eagle had previously traded in the vicinity of the 
River and at about half a degree to the Northward lost a boat's 
crew in the year 1787. 

Gray's Bay is situated on the North side of the Sound about 
half way between Cape Disappointment and the mouth of the 
River which he appears never to have entered as Vancouver's 
Voyages Vol 3 page 109 says "Previously to his departure how- 
ever he formally took possession of the River and the Country 
in its vicinity in His Britannic Majesty's name having every 
reason to believe that the subjects of no other civilized Nation 
or State had ever entered this River before ; in this opinion he 
was confirmed by Mr. Gray's sketch in which it does not appear 
that Mr. Gray either saw or was within five leagues of its 
entrance." 6 

These extracts and remarks will I trust satisfactory answer 
query 9. 

Q. What comparison does Eraser's River bear in magnitude 
and capacity for the purposes of Trade with the Columbia? 
Is the Native population on its banks dense or not-well-dis- 
posed or not- warlike or pacific? 

A. Eraser's River is not so large as the Columbia and not 
to be compared with it for the purposes of Trade, the depth 
of water found at its entrance was about 3 fathoms ; and banks 
are generally high and steep, covered with Timber and such 
places as are sufficiently low and clear for the site of an estab- 
lishment bear marks of having been over flown in the Seasons 
of high water. 

About 70 miles from its entrance the navigation is interrupted 
by Rapids and Falls so as to render it nearly impossible, and 
according to the best information I have been able to collect, the 

6 See Note 3 at page 28 of Vol. 20, Or. Hist. Quar. 
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banks of the river about 150 miles up form precipices where 
the towing line cannot be used, and the Current so impetuous 
at certain Seasons as to render it impossible to use either the 
setting Pole or Paddle, Canoes being the only craft that can 
attempt to stem the current at any Season. 

The Natives treated our party 7 with civility and seemed 
anxious that we should settle among them. They assembled 
from the back Country to the banks of the River in great 
numbers during the fishing season (from April until October) 
when the population is very great, and at all Seasons the 
Country may be said to be densely peopled, and their character 
much the same as that of those inhabiting the banks of the 
Columbia. I should not however consider it safe to form an 
Establishment there, with a smaller force than 60 to 70 men 
and officers, until we are better acquainted with them. 

Q. Could the Fur produce to the North of Fraser's River 
and West of the Rocky Mountains be conveniently transported 
by means of this river for shipment to other Countries ? 

A. From all the information I have been able to collect 
respecting Fraser's River, it is not my opinion that it affords 
a communication by which the interior Country can be supplied 
from the Coast or that it can be depended on as an outlet for 
the returns of the interior. I will further altho' unasked take 
the liberty of giving it as my opinion, that if the navigation 
of the Columbia is not free to the Hudson's Bay Company, and 
that the territory to the Northward is not secured to them, 
they must abandon and curtail their Trade in some parts and 
probably be constrained to relinquish it on the West side of the 
Rocky Mountains altogether. 

(Signed) Geo. Simpson. 

London, 31st December, 1825. 

Journal 722, p. 3 

Hudson's Bay House, 

London, 25th July, 1826. 

To the Right Honourable, Wm. Huskisson. 

Dear Sir: I have annexed to your queries such answers as 
the records to which I refer afford : I think that there is suf- 
ficient proof that the Traders of the N. W. Company had 
established Posts on the Columbia long before the establish- 



7 See the Wash. Historical Quarterly, Vol. 3, page X98 et seq., for the journal 
of this expedition. 
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ment at Astoria in 1811. Harmon distinctly states that they 
were established in 1806, the American Fur Company was only 
formed in 1810 and were erecting their Fort in August 1811 
when Thomson went there from one of the North-West Com- 
pany's posts in the Interior. 

Lewis and Clarke had been down the Columbia in 1805 and 
returned in 1806 the natives on their route had many European 
articles but McKenzie had crossed the mountains and pro- 
ceeded to the sea in 1793 and Thompson further south in 1802 
at which time he was I understand on one of the tributary 
streams of the Columbia. From Meares' Memorial it appears 
that certain merchants under the immediate protection of the 
East India Company fitted out ships in the year 1786, and 
and traded with the natives between the Lat. of 60 and 45.30. 
and obtained from the Chief of the District surrounding Port 
Cox and Port Effingham in Lat. 45 and 49, promise of free and 
exclusive trade with leave to build on the land, and purchased 
from another a tract of land. 

I likewise inclose for your information copy of a statement 
relative to the Columbia River and Territories connected 
therewith drawn up in 1815 at the request of Sir Gordon Drum- 
mond. It was sent me in 1822 by Mr. Simon McGillivray; if 
there is any other information that you require I shall be happy 
to furnish it as far as I am able and shall feel obliged if you 
will allow me an audience any morning either this or the fol- 
lowing week except Thursday. 

I am, Dear Sir, Your faithful & obedt. servt. 

(Signed) J. H. Pelly. 

Q. State the date (the year if possible) when any party or 
individuals belonging to the Northern or Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany first had a station in or near to the Columbia or to any 
of its Tributary Streams and the proof on which such state- 
ment rests : 

A. The first year that any party belonging to the North- 
West Company had a station on or near to the Columbia was 
in 1806. Harmon, an American by birth who was a clerk 
in the North- West Company's service and afterwards a partner 
published a Journal of Voyages and travels commencing April 
1800 and ending August 1819 says in page 282 "That the 
country West of the Rocky Mountains with which I am ac- 
quainted has ever since the North-west Company first made 
an Establishment there, which was in 1806 gone by the name of 
New Caledonia" and in page 220 he states "Monday April 6th. 



The Northwest Boundaries 341 

Six Indians have arrived from Fraser's Lake who delivered 
to me a letter written by Mr. David Thompson which is dated 
August 28th 1811 at Yek-koy-ope Falls 8 on the Columbia River. 
It informs me that this Gentleman accompanied by seven 
Canadians descended the Columbia River to the place where it 
entered the Pacific Ocean where they arrived on the 16th day 
of July. There they found a number of people employed in 
building a Fort for a company of Americans who denominated 
themselves as the Pacific Fur Company ; he also writes that 
Mr. Alexander McKay and others have proceed Northward in 
the vessel that brought them there on a coasting trade. Mr. 
Thompson after having remained seven days with the American 
people set out on his return to his establishments which are 
near the source of the Columbia River." From this it would 
appear that Mr. Thompson hearing at his Establishment higher 
up the Columbia of the unexpected arrival of the Americans 
at the mouth of the River went down to reconnoitre their pro- 
ceedings, was with them when they were erecting their Fort 
and then returned to his own Posts which had been established 
after his first visit to the Country from the East of the Moun- 
tains in 1803, herewith is sent a copy of Harmon's work and 
in pages 194, 196, 218, 224, 228, 237, 239, 240, 242, 245, 246, 
will be found remarks relating to the establishments. 9 

Note : Mr. Alexander McKay has been in the service of 
the North-West Company for several years, was a British 
subject and was engaged by the Pacific Fur Company from 
the knowledge which he had acquired of the trade while in 
the service of the North-West Company. There were also 
Duncan McDougall, Donald McKenzie, David Stuart and sev- 
eral other British subjects who had all been previously in the 
service of the North-West Company attached to the crew and 
party sent out in the Tonquin and who built the American 
Fort on the South bank of the Columbia River. 

Q. When was the Name of McGillivray given to the River 
now bearing that name? Was its course or any considerable 
part of it explored by any person of that name being a subject 
of His Majesty in the service of the Company and was there 
any settlement or station formed by him or others acting with 
him on that River and about what time? 

A. In 1803 when Mr. Duncan McGillivray who died in 1807 
set out on an Expedition with David Thompson from the North- 

8 Ilth-koy-ape, or Kettle Falls, in the State of Washington; see "David Thomp- 
son's Narrative ' (Tyrrell) for verification of this. 

9 Daniel Harmon was located at Lake Stuart in British Columbia, many miles 
from the Columbia River. 



342 T. C. Elliott 

West Co's post in Saskatchewan River to cross the Rocky 
Mountains to explore the country and with a view to establish 
Trading posts, Mr. McGillivray was taken ill and obliged to 
remain behind. Mr. Thompson proceeded with the Expedition 
crossed the upper part of the Columbia and called the first 
River he reached McGillivray the next after himself. Mc- 
Gillivray and Thompson were both partners in the North-West 
Company. They traded with the Natives but formed no Estab- 
lishment at that time. 10 x 

Q. Did McKenzie explore and what parts of the Columbia 
or its Tributary Branches : in what year and was he then in 
the service of the Company ? 

A. Sir Alexander McKenzie did not explore any part of 
the Columbia or its tributary branches he proceed from the 
Athapescow district by Peace river crossed the Mountains and 
travelled to the Pacific far to the Northward both of the 
Columbia and Thompson Rivers, this was in the year 1793 at 
which time he was a partner in the North-West Company. 

Q. In what year was the first English ship sent to the 
Columbia for the purpose of collecting Furs and carrying sup- 
plies to the Company's Agent sand trading with the natives on 
the Columbia River? Has a ship been sent every year since 
the first? 

A. The Isaac Todd which sailed from England in 1813 
and arrived at the Columbia River in April 1814 ; was the 
first ship that took any Produce of the North-West Company's 
trade collected on the West side of the Rocky Mountains and 
carried it to China from whence she brought a cargo of tea 
to England for account of the East India Company ; all that 
had been collected in former years having been sent by the 
Interior to Canada but as early as 1786 the East India Compy 
had vessels on the Coast and purchased Land of the Natives 
as related by Meares in his Memorial see States papers annual 
Register 1790 page 287. The Isaac Todd took at the same 
time all that had ever been collected by the American Fur 
Company at the Establishment of Astoria. The Americans 
arrived in the Columbia as before observed Summer 1811, the 
Furs that were collected the following Winter, they were not 
able to send away the ship that was to have conveyed them 

io These statements as to the movements of David Thompson are incorrect. 
He was on the waters of Peace River nearly all that year. In the year 1800, 
in company with Duncan McGillivray, he made a trip from Rocky Mountain House 
on the Saskatchewan westward into the Rocky Mountains, but neither of them 
reached the summit, as their survey notes clearly show. Sec "David Thompson's 
Narrative" (Tyrrell), page 81. 
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having been destroyed by the Natives on the coast and the 
whole of the Crew massacred. No ship arrived in 1812 and 
in the fall of 1813 it was that the North-West Company pur- 
chased of the American Traders all they had collected the pre- 
ceeding two years therefore no American ship ever took away., 
or have the Americans ever taken any produce of their Trade 
from the Country and when they established themselves in 1811 
on the South side of the River, they had no establishment on 
the North side, and from the terms of the Treaty for the pur- 
chase it appears that they had one subsequently on Thompson 
River but abandoned it when they left the Country and they 
have never been there since. 

In 1814 the schooner Columbia was sent out which arrived 
at Fort George in the spring of 1815 and having delivered her 
supplies proceeded with skins to Canton from whence she 
returned to the Sandwich Islands and to the Columbia River in 
order to carry the skins of the following season to Canton. 

The supplies sent from England in 1815 and which reached 
Fort George in the Spring of 1816 were sent in the Brig 
Colonel Allen which vessel returned from the Columbia to 
England. 

All these were British vessels belonging to and fitted out 
by the Agents of the North-West Company with supplies for 
their Traders at the Columbia River. 

The outfits of these vessels having been found expensive and 
unproductive in consequence of the restriction of British sub- 
jects from trading in China except under License from the 
East India Company which Company refused to permit the 
Agents of the North-West Company to carry away tea in 
return for the skins sold by them at Canton whilst American 
ships and Traders not being under similar restrictions had 
the benefit of freight for the whole voyage to China and back. 
Under these circumstances in the year 1815 an arrangement 
was made with a house at Boston under which the supplies 
of British manufactures required for the establishments at the 
Columbia were sent from England to Boston from whence a 
ship was dispatched to convey them to the Columbia to take 
the skins from the Columbia to Canton and to carry the pro- 
ceeds of their sale in Teas and other produce of China from 
Canton to Boston where the American house retained a certain 
proportion of the net proceeds as a compensation for the 
freight. 

In this manner annual supplies were sent to the Columbia 
River in each year from 1816 to 1820 and in 1821 the Estab- 
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lishments were transferred to the Hudson's Bay Company since 
which time the proceeds have been brought by British ships 
to England. 

Q. House many posts and settlements has the Company 
now on or near the Banks of the Columbia or its Tributary 
Branches ; when as nearly as can be ascertained were they first 
formed and how many are North and how many are South 
of the Rivers or of its Branches? 

A. The Company have now six settlements on the Columbia 
and its Tributary Branches exclusive of Fort George and 
thirteen settlements in the whole on the North side of the 
River in New Caledonia. The Company have none on the 
south side but parties have been fitted out from Fort George 
to hunt the Country on that side. 

Q. When the Company was formed on which Mr. Astor 
was the head, of how many partners did it consist, how many 
of that Company were citizens of Great Britain and how many 
citizens of the United States? 

A. Formed in 1810 after Lewis and Clarke's return, do 
not know their number but several of them were British sub- 
jects and had been in the service of the North- West Company. 

Q. Had the Company any charter of incorporation or other 
instrument of special recognition from the State of New York 
or any other authority in the United States ? 

A. Cannot say if they had a charter of incorporation, but 
believe they were recognized by the State of New York. 



